UPDATE — REPUBLICAN RIVER SETTLEMENT

Mo matter how some state officials and newspaper edi-
torials try to spin the issue, the fact is becoming more
and more apparent that Republican River basin irrigators
sot blindsided by the “deal” Nebrasks cut with Kansas,
Sure, we drew a loser with the special master assigned
to the lawsuit, but how the whole thing ended up with
Mehraska clearly perting the shortest of all short sticks
is bevond comprehension.

How could things hive gone friom i relative state of
normaley, understanding and frendly coexistence for
owver half a century to what we have now to deal with?
The politically comect crowd loves (o lame a lot of what
happened on former attorney general Don Stenberg,
beciuse they say he wmive irrigators an unrealistic sense
of confidence about Nebraska's chances of winning in
court. Just to sct the record straizght on this bit of mis-
information, consider what was said by others:

o Jume: 201, 1995 - University of Nebraska water law
specialist David Aiken - “Kansas can make a case if
they itry bard enougl, but Tdon't brow if they can
il together @ strong case. If they do sue s don't
think the sky is going to fall. [ don't think Kanses
ey shafe-toget a-lot of waier ol of
Nebrazia™

¢ Tune 20, 1995 - Then Director of Water Resources
Mike Jess - “Kansas dogsn'l bave a very gond case,
buil they seem guiffe intent on sofme suit against
Nebraska”

* December 24, 1997 - Then Governor Ben Nelson -
“Nebrasfa Dds an dron-clad case” 1o win a4 potential
Lwsuit with Kansas,

+ December 1, 1998 - Then Governor-elect Mike
Johanns - el Kansas @0 understand that we ane
sty not valling over We belfere we can unin (07

S0 the next time you hear someone say Don Stenberg

was solely responsible for unrealistic overconfidence

alout Mebraska's chances of winning in court, vou can
set the recornd straight.

It is #n irrefutable fact that conservation meisures,
including termacing, residue management snd farm ponds,
impact river flows the most, The Republican River is
B0 - 90 percent runoff. Terraces hold water on the land
and thereby greatly reduce munoff into the fver.
Mevertheless, the computer miodel that assesses Nebraska's
compliance does not accurately account for conservation
measures. What the model does is oo gssign stream

dlepletions cavsed by consenation measures o groundwares
This false assipnment of cause and effect greatly over
states the toue impact groundwater pumping bas on tver
Mows, The group WaterUlaim out of Tmperial has studied
this issue extensively and has done a terrific job of kying
it all out on their website at infof@waterclaim.org. The
governor must dicect DNR to fix this major tlaw in the
model right now before it is too e, Nebraska will have
no chance of ever complying with the sctilement
fgreement unless conservtion mesures are fairly and
fully aceounted for.

YWhen asscasing the fairness of the agrecment, con-
sider that Milford Reservioir near Junction City, Kansas,
which is the very end of the Republican River system,
is full and releasing warer. By comparison, Harlzn
County Reservoir near Alma s only abour $0% full.
Also, consider that Nebraska groundwaiter irrigators in
the Lower Bepublican MR are under strict allocations
ol only 11 to 12 inches. Compare this with the 1§
plus inches that irrigators are allowed to pump in
northwest Kansas where the Republican River system
bepgins. The disparity berween what is going on in
Kansas anid here in Nebraska in terms of watce snpply,
water use and compact complilnoe requircments is
stunning in its manifest unfairmess. The settlement
document includes a dispute resolution mechanism.
This process must be used now to fix the woefully
fhawed model and o firly account for the effects of
conservation measures, fparian vegetation and the
drought.

The governor must get his arms around this thing
and get it squarcd away before the economic health
and vitality of south central Nebraska fails hecause
groumdwater irfgation gets choked off. It is so very
important that the three Republican River Basin natu-
ral resources districts (Upper, Middle and Lower) stick
together in order to better protect their groundwater
irrigators’ rights from an overreaching, agoressive state
MR which seems inclined to keep pushing in the
wrong dircction. The drought appears to be lessening
its grip on us, @nd Harlan Reservoir is up from prior
vears, Current allocations must not be lowered any
further. If the NEDs unite in this common cause and
are willing o stand up 1o the DR as the Lower
Republican NRD has so courageousty done, we can
protect our local econgmies and ways of lle.
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